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POLITICIANS AND THE AVERAGE MAR by Lee Murso
Its now we want the guys we voted into public office t.o kup the pm.i.ul

they made to get those votes. Where is the u.ld‘amn, the ward el:pt_l:lm‘! Wall,
most of the time trying to keep city ball, their party, the property and E o
business owner's demands satisfied and attending dinners vith the mayor or ' ‘
some other big shot - hoping they will get their pictures in the paper. I - iF

It's nov - we, the majority of voters want these wu that we .
need to raise the uving conditions. The alderman made a lot of promises i _,

to improve on the Horth Slida. Ha know what those are, aﬂ.er tlJ. we live here e
mdmvfmmonenmwm:aymcmr,mdieslnnddmhlcm ,4. &
mrmmuuumm-atmmtormourﬁuw“ e
can afford to pay. :

Politics 1s a‘circle with the pout.ienu and tax ide.’ ‘.;;—-.
thepﬂﬂhaedpmmmmm &womthemnue.immt-* o

: il

-satisfy. On the outside is the tax payer, u-, vho 1s m«@ %© keep - 4:3
supplying those dollars and be aatuﬂnd ¥ith more promises. We put them '
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than accept welfBre. = Welfare is fine when no other help is available or as'

a holdover until a job is found but it's now the politician should give the 3 i
lov inocme guy a hand with the tax dollars he hes paid in - not a hand out e S
of a few dollars to keep him and his family from starving end in return dam.nds e
bis vote, his dignity, and his desire to help himself. /’ s 71 <
By standirg together we can get what we need even if 1t means pickets, ol “‘\
Te——

strikes, or marches. It's time to forget vhere we or the other guy was borb.

the color of his skin or his religion. He 18 our neighbor and we bave a

common bond of ceeds and living conditionms.

) /A A (N
If necessary we cac and will stand together in the big shot's office. v

and let them kuow ve will boycott their reelection. Let the 'aldemman Jmovw | | <

and find out we are not a "bunch of fly by night poor citizens” but citi- 75 e

demanding vhet is rightfully ours. That our. tax dollars be used fo he' .3 \

help ourselves - pot the party or city hall. / 'J

It has been said "you can't fight city hall", - we can but only s
standisg Togetler With ~ne vulce. The alderman, ward captains and state i
pe=atar like their jobs and they want ou:/ﬁatres. Lat them earn those jobs ) -
by meeting the needs of fhe little guy ¢ the voter. Together we can and will B
be heard - all the vay to the goveroor in Springfield if necessary. Our
strength is in & united front, 8o let's get busy and have no thought but the
common good of all. Let this be cur first goal.
DUDLEY STREET
LR IERLE E < & JIS D,
Reprinted-from the Dudley Strect Action Center Newsletter
WELFARE MEETING by Barbara Skillen - ; :

300 mothers attended a velfare meeting on March 22 at the Blue HA1l _, |
Christian Center. .

About half of us then went down to the mayor's office. Tt mayor was no+ : . ' =
in, but we talked to Mr. Messina, who works in the mayor's office. Then e i
dacided to go to Mr. lally's office at the HeJ.tm Department. ot /

At first Mr. IA].'I.ynid that he would sée only a few of us, but ve s . zo, M /|
80 he finally cmme out. He said that the Walfare szutznnt.'e’ vorking on . \.‘.,.-/,f
surplus :m,mmmammmwmmmmcmmwumw-ms. ;
He yould not tell us where the distridution cénters would be. Then he - . cae “r /)
door and put a sign up cutside. We spoke, mboutsd, and said that we - . - 2 7| ) ’ -
the food but: there ves no answer. Some of us wanted to sit-in, but the,: S .
wnwthmﬁnmmmghmnum,m“muﬁ*lum_- \ 2 . :
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\l"k} Wen the Dept. of Health inspected the building they said it

CHICAGS REPORT

RENT STRIKE: NO RENT FOR RATS!

Frank Harris, 1047 Buens, stayed up at night two weeks ago, shodting
rats vith an eir rifle. The building is rat and roach infested, tut the <
rata vere especially wild because the landlord tun/;e,d'érf the electricity.

- ~

Frank and his father have been out of work for & while and had fel)en .

behind in the rent. There are four small children in the Harris fami'v. . =
Two weeks ago, Frank and two JOIN staff members went down to the ..

Urban Progress Center to ‘complain. They were given the runaround from

one office to another and finally told that Frank had to go downtown 4 .

file a complaint. Prank asked why they spent so much mohey on an U. .

Progress Center if all they coild do was tell you to go someplace e_.e.

An official promised to send an inspecidbr the next day tut the insr -clor

never came.

r.—"

When Frank asked why pecple have to ray rent for an aprtment that
isn't fit to live in, he was told that the city couldn't interfere in the ‘
treatment of a tenant by a landlord. -

In the next three nights, Frank shot 11 huge rats. In order to try to
get some results, Frank toock 3 of the rats down to the Urban Progress Center.
Five JOIN members went with Frank. The officials got mad and tried to
spesk to Frank alone, but the whole group stuck together. Finally, the
Center agreed to send the exterminstors over.

was go bad,
they could enly get rid of the rats for a short time. They told-the land-
lord to fix up the place. The owner cut off Frank's gas. Frenk is back
to work now, but he is determined not to pay his rent until the place is
made fit to live in. He is trying to organize the other tenants to go - i
on rent strike with him. If the government won’t help. the tenants must - - g
be organized to fight the landlord. ' T w o ==

-

UNBPLONGERT

Last week, wve had an article in this Newsletter about automation e-.'
hwmmnndmnmmmmg:pbstoﬁuhim. One government r- - -a

which 18 supposed to ccmbet unemploymant 15 the, "Job Corps”.
The Job Corps was set up under the War on Poverty to make jobs for

'\ young people and to teach them trades. mmm;tm:qam__
.‘"\/‘Peapleha\feappueduﬂl,mumfo- mwmgm_ﬂw_

In one city, pecruits re getfing 85¢ an hour for painting pold co T TS
stations. In others they vill have work clehning up parks. - Do these jobs = -
train young men for an autcmatéd economp? , O
. 'Ih;n.u_'s?‘_q._u_:h__wrk‘tgqba done (like rebullding most of cur. large
Sities) and 50 many people dut of york, or. just scraping By vith low- , -
Paying Jjobs, thet. it is. stupid nct to" put the two 'together. ™ Maybe: .
mexployed people in Uptown could ‘work

=3 3 %
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8schools, and parks, Why doesn't War on Foverty do scmething like this,
rather than set up advice centers?

R e o a s oo d

WHAT'S NEW AT THE URSAN PROGRESS CENTER

Last Friday night (March 5) the Urben Progress Center had a meeting of
ts advisory council. This group will make suggestions to the War on
Poverty about programs in Uptown. JOIN wasno't invited but Adele Davis,

Dorothy Ferez and two S5DS staff went anyway. It was just as we had
expected. There were no poor pecple there, and moet of the "advisors!
didn't even live in uptown! Yet they talked about involving poor people for
Zost of the evening. Wwhy don't they practice vhat they preach? If <
really believed in vhat they were saying, they would have invited po-

people to come and make the decisions themselves.

.

Then scme rich businessmen got up and said that the War on Poverty
pad to "motive" people and that the poor couldn't make their own dec .
becaise that was like "the blind leeding the blind". They also sai..
getting poor pecple interested in the War on Poverty was like riah:l'-:.":
"scmetimes you have to use worms, and sametimes you have to use & .ure.

.8,

How much longer will the politicians and businessmen make all our
decisions? When will we be heard in a program of, by,and for the people?

HIGH-SCHOCL DROP OUTS

Many poor kids drop out of high school either because school is boring
or becsuse they need money. Xalf of the poor pecple who drop out are
unable to find jobs because they are considered unsikilled. The problem is
that education Just isn't mede exciting or interesting in our publie aschools.
Rich people are alsc bored by school, but richer schools are not as
overcroweded, have more books, more teachers and more facilities than
schools in poor neighborheoods.

The money for schools doesn't go to schools which need it the most;
instead it stays in the richer neighborhoods. Education isn't what the
pecple want it to be. If you're poor in the first place, you're likel- to
stay poor if you drop out of school to earn money. And what happens .
poor pecple even if they stay in scheol? -(Can poor pecple who stay it
school find interesting work and make enough money?

L e oo oo oo ol
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JOIN PETITIONS FOR DAY CARE CERTER

JOIH continues this week. to circulate petitions for a child care c._.ter
in this peighborhood. We are also trying to organize . amall model day
care centers on blocks where JOIN mothers want them. We will then
demand that the city pay for them. . Y .

. This week, & number of rumors went around the neighbo that the War
————————Foverty is setting up its cwn day care centers. The staff checked irto

T T ihesé rmbrs—end-they- Urban Progress
: "ﬁmw'mwnm%@w

"nnh'u:lq!.t_itw_ demand it.

4 ZZ There is & glass-filled and very dangerous lot which serves as a
\ the neighborhood; the city recreation d

CLEVELAND REPOR;
o/ HLE sadaf J A B I o |
The CCP bas recently mede a seried of "new-directions™ decisions. For the
rast month, since the Cleveland Conference, we have spent concentrated effort
in recontacting pecple from the summer and making new contacts all over the
Near West Side. What we concluded was that no particular part of the NWS
seemed more ready for organization than any other, end there are interested
people in most of the areas we surveyed. The same is true for issues--
pecple have a variety of concerns, and there is not one mriicular issue which
1s of most pressing concern to people all over the NWS. e N
——

meeting of SDS staff and

As & result of the past month's work, a recent
community people formally dissolved the CCP and we (SDS staff) and community
people bave now become the (leveland Community Union. . A "community unica"
wes defined, by its members and staff, as a group of pecple that identify
with each other in the following ways: they are angry at society; they have
& sense of inter-relatedness of issues and believe in the need to attack the
system, not just fight on a particular issue; they are wvilling to work oo
issues other than those in -their own area & vested interest; they believe
that solution of the problems demands changing‘society in basic ways.

However, the staff organizers still felt that in order to really beg.~ -
concentrated organizing and building of a community union, we really had .
one issue and particular area and get to work, quickly! The area we picked
is the Abbey Road area, a geographically defined area of the NWS, where sc—
preliminary work was done this summer. We've maintained comtact with tF
Pecple but haven't hed a functining organization of which they could be
& part. We decided that the actual issue was less important far the p:
time than the method of organization, that is, we could organize arour ...,
issue that met the following criteria: the problem must be set in a radic..
context, with the enemies clearly defined; wor dng on the issue must lead to
confrontetion with the powem structure; the issue must get support from
other poor peocple in other neighborhoods; the problem must demand a solution
which demanded basic changes in society's structure. Our general concern is that
working on a particular issue will lead to the creation and growth of & ¥
community union. ' The immediate issue in the Abbey area that we felt met the
critera is that of recrestion. We felt that we needed a "handle” on & par-
ticular 1ssue, and think that recreation affords us that handle. :

r

ck

1 a in -
epartment rents the land for $2000/ year
owns & lot of land'in the industrisl valley, The :

from a wealthy man who d
and recreational facilities in general, have been &

so-called playground,

source of conflict and a reason for

organization in the neighborhood before.

Briefly, we hope to geb

people organized around the issus of the playground, -

organizing in such & way thet people in other nei

ghborhoodm with varying

. concerns can identify with the fight in the Abbey area for decent . recreational
(~ facilities for poor people.” (For exarple, we will fry to concern people with
| the fact that the city's servicas, of which Tecrestion 1s one,- @iscrimir- -
| 8gainst poor pedple and low-incoms neighborhoods; in that respect, Tecrs
| 1s just one example of how the system works to isolste and repress poor .

. . . % g g -

As we begin concentrated organizing on recreation in the Abbey ares, t-
emmitymimmltwwnmgmummmmmm‘._.
vide level. mmp_mwmtmmmmm“rt
or bave met all over the KWS,'during the summer and recently. [We will r
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T op.
together anp; decide on a program or programs that will meet the criteria for
a comrmunity union. Possible prograzs: regular discussicns of issues L
ranging from Viet-Nam to pecor housing: work on issues that affect the e"...'.
Near West Side, such as urban renewal or the war on poverty; have comm..

pecple from other areas do crganizing in the Abbey area.

There are still zany unanswered questicns about the approach we've )
decided to take: will pecple in other neighborhoods identify with the AW
recreatico situation? will we be sble to organize around the rather be
sounding issue of recresation in a radical way? how will our confronta.
with the city recreation department this past summer, which led to red-
beiting, affect our work?

Rt YR o e e R AR S BT Fa SR SRR Ry B |
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CUFAW: CUFAW recently won ites S-month battle over free school lunchea for T
Junior and senicr high students co ADC. After extensive visits to the County | E\,I
. JCocmissiopers and the School Board, after consistent passing-the-buck f
between those two groups, and after freQuent demonstraticns and rallies by !

CUFAW, the two agencies finally agreed to meet CUFAW's demands. ADC children

in junior and senior high will no longer have to pay 15¢ a day for lunch.

This week SDS staff and CUFAW members are getting together to discuss the
future direction of CUFAW, and the relationship of the SDS staff to the )
organizaticn. Complete report to follow in the next Cleveland report.

SRR

Other Chio and Cleveland notes:

--5IS staffer Ken McEldowney recently took a campus organizing trip thre-.

southern Ohic. He visited potential SDS chapters in Cineinnati, Columbu

Yellow Springs, and a new chapter in Kenyon. People in those areas are

extremely interested in the entire SDS program, campus and cammmity. The,

already planning to send busloads of pecple to Washington for the April 17 Loy
March. Ken also visited CORE commmity organizing projects in Cincinnati . Y
Columbus; we plan to keep in touch with them and have a cooperative re J

ship. SDS and CORE are tentatively exploring the possibility of a joir _
ference for community people and organizers, to be held later this spr' . )

--An SDS chapter has been formed and recognized on the Western Reserve
University campus. They are presently organizing around the Viet Nem issue:

Dr. Benjamin Spock has agreed to speak, sponsored by SDS, at & mass meeting

that.wvill be a kick-off point for the March. There is also & good possibility

that a separate chapter will be formed at Case Institute of Technology, where

there is a core of imterested pecple. ;

-=Few staff: Welcome to Chris Overs, from Antioch, who is coming to spend his i
6-menth work period with the Cleveland project.

‘have been needful for them to have been, in this terrible place where this

APPALACHIA

Reprinted from Volce for Jobs and Justice, March 12, 1965.

Four teenage boys from Coalgood went up on the mountain yesterday after-
noon to look for coal in an abandoned mine shaft. A short time lafer three
of the four were crushed when a T5-ton rock in the shaft. ren—un\tgem. The
fourth youth, a brother of two of the victims end cousin of the third, <
escaped death 1in the tragedy only because he had left the mine mmente\

before to get a Jacket. -
i

BERMAN GIBSON'S REPORT ON MINE TRAGEDY -

A lot has been said about tragedies, etc. This in my opinion spells out,
better than anything could, the existing conditions in the coal fields of
Eastern Kentucky. If these boys had been living in & home where the father
was muking a decent wage in order to support his family, it would not

avful thing happened. "If's" seem to have priority in this case. 0'];

I the father had been making decent wages.

If he hnd been able to buy coal.

If the politicians had been doing the Job right. 2 s
If people would have awakened up to a few honest truths. i
If we hod kept our UNION in the top priority on the list.

These boys, in my opinion, died a useless death. Wake up people .
Ezsstern Kentucky. It could have happened to our children, too. Ic-
with the rescue squad worker. A human life ‘s always too high a pric: -,
pay for a little coal or a lot more dollars for the coal operators ,.oool.

It goes back in my mind as I think of the State Police. If they :
vere on the highway protecting the lives of people there, instead of
guarding non-union mines, the police should be enforcing the law to fill -
up auger holes, seal off old abandoned mines and other things that endanger
the lives of innocent pecple. -y

Again, if they would help orgenize instead of breeking strikes and men's
vages, then children wouldn't have to help out by digging coal to build a
fire to keep the family warm. .

DEATH BY NEGLECT Reprinted from Voice for Jobs and Justice, March 17, 1965:

I do not presume that the death of the three Grose children, who lost -
their livee in one of the many death traps, prepared and’'set up by the 1
Coal Operators, by the aid and essistance of the Federal and State
Legislative bodies will prey upon the comscience of these legislators who
are such champions of property rights over human rights that they value the ~ ¢
lives of children at a less Value then the cost of a few mine-supplies - -- -
OT u few sticke of dynamite to scal uff the thoussnds of auger holes .«
uneafe Awrift-moutbe. e prmmt e e B e

' : = : ; 5 L

+++ In my opinion the death of these children lies at the door of the - - 1
Federal end State legislative bodies and the Federal and State ‘governmer - . il
should pay the mcthers of these boys for all their trouble and hearte~ -

‘_ ___....- 22




they d1id encounter in raising these kids and to see their live snuffed out
by negligence of our public officials wvho are charged with the responsibility
of seeing that our laws ere enforced.

...The corruption emanating from the South is polluting the atmosphere
around the World and causing our foreign friends to holley, "YANKS GO HOME",
and if the Federal government is interested in protecting the rights of
United States citizens, then it should bring the Yanks home and station
them throughout the South, before this country turms into a Congo or Vietnam,
and guash the rebellion which is on the verge of exploding.

what is Commmunism except acts performed against this Nation by so
called elected public officials who deny the right of the majority to
have an equal vote in the affairs of this epuntry? If these acts of our
public officials are not giving ald and comfort to our enemies, which
constitutes Treason, then I don't lmow what Treason 1s. It's time fo- bold
action, not hesitatiocn.

~
TEE GREAT SOCIETY by Ray Stidham Reprinted from Voice for Jobs and Jus ::%,
i March 12, 1967

My friend: ’

Iz the recent Presidential electicn, Mr. Johnson spoke at lenz... o4
the Great Seciety. .That he has great visioms of. If what we see happ i, _
before our eyes is a sample "GOD HELP OUR COUNTRY'. We'live in-a country i
believed to be the most powerful, the richest, and with the highest standard
of living in the world. Yet the region in which we live-it's people are
among the most poverty stricken io the world. Now many of the causes of
this is our own. We have the right to organize ourselves intc s labor
union, to bargain for better wages, and worzZ.ng conditions, which we have
not done. We have the right to speak out against crocked public officials
and corrupt government which we have not done.

Now my friend, we see and hear a lot now days about the plight of the
Negro in our Southern state. Now I ask you is his condition so much worse
than ours? It is possible, but it won't be for long: These pecple have the
guts to fight end stand up against corrupt public officials. They have
brought their conditions to the attention of the federal government, and
the public. We have the same right to be heard as they do.

...Now my friends, we have in our power a weapon 5o great that coal
operators, big shots and crooked politicians dread the very thought of ‘t.
What is 17 It is our vote and our voice. What kind of country do w: "7.f
in? A place vhere men can be indicted on trumped up charges one week .
forced into trial the next week. This gives them scarcely any time at
to, employ counsel, or contact witnesses. If this ien't a plain case of
railroading men to try to break the back of an organizing drive, I have
heard of one. Is this the Great Society? I would love to have our & Ftd
read this letter. I would love to bave the Justice Department inve: 3
some of the things I have mentioned here. The only way this will he
1s for enough of the people to cry loud encugh and long enough.
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