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\ DAY LABOR AGENCIES GET RICE WHILE THEIR WORKERS STAY POOR by a man who lives ~
I on Kenmore =
/ Reprinted from JOIN Community Union Rewsletter )

Most people don't kmow what spot labor is. It is commonly called slave :

. . —— labor. I kmow. I worked there. For ex&mle, a person gets up in the morming

4

at 5:00 a.m. in ordet to get there before 6:00. Then you may stay there

o

- : ; until 9:00 or so trying to get a ticket to work. Then they may say to come
i L. . . back in the afternmoon, around 2:00 they say, which 1nc.1.dent!:ily may mean —_—
. . double car fare. If you are lucky, you are sent out on a Job. You may work

four hours or six or eight. Then you must wait till the next day to pilck
(&
take out car fare, lunch, and taxes. You buy lunch from the ccmpany for 50 “— b ~—

up your check. If you're lucky, you may wj.nd up vith 8 dollars before you
/

cents. The tops I ever got was $1.25 an hour. A femily man can’t make it oh 1

that. s

Sixteen months ago, I was injured on the job. I was paid for approximately,

24 veeks. Although I was unable to go back to u;:rk end continue my job, this
compensation was stopped. So 1%t was either starve or try to get on wvelfare g a5 1
_ o . vhich I didn't vant. So I vas forced to sue them. The doctor which the com-
. . pany gave me seld I was fit for work when I couldn't even get up out ccr‘i:ed. P

It took aboit 16 months to get any money. When it finally came it was only :

= 500 dollars. F )

: Ho insurance company will msuxe a spot labor mmy-

A . 4 ¥ accidents. So the companies ha\rl.- to put up a cash ‘bond to cover :a-pean.um
JE &
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People cacnot save money while they work at spot laber so they can nuver
get a decent job. The trouble is that some pecple are so harl up *hat they
cen't wait until they find a regular job or geb welfare.

R e s s o g
STUDENTS HEL? JOIN DURING THE SURMMER

This summer, there will be many students who will want to volunteer to wourk
for JOIN. On May 1,2,3, there will be a conference given by JOIN and CORF for
summer student volunteers wvho want to work in movements of poor people in
(hicago and other cities. It will teach the summer volunteers about the
prcblems poor pecple face and how to get people tngsther o einlve thens prohlems .

e
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RETRAINING EXPERIENCES AFTER BEING AUTOMATED OUT OF JOB by a Winthrop S5t. man \&
I had the cpportunity to take an cptitude test for clerical work. I fniled o, jﬂ" —
this test - but vas not informed as tc which subjects I needed "brushing up” in Mr V-
order to have another opportunity to take this aptitude test and pass it so 4 *

that I could improve my sbility to do clerital work. This was. a test given

at a federal agency, whose perpose is to ‘help(7)" those who have had the
misfortune to be replaced by automation. The questions which must come to
anyone though, is: "Why doesn't the federal government really make it possible
for pecple to improve their standards, as long us these people are trying

to help themselves?”

These people realize fully they need trained guidance and instructors - but
what j.appens wvhen they fail the tests? You no doubt guessed the answer to that
question - "Nothing!" They don't even refer people to another department or
agemacy that may be zble to belp them! So these people - who do possess enough
ambition to want to improve their own standards offearning ability - are turned
avay, without any further aid or advice as to how to improve their abilities.

If any people vho take these government asptitude tests are veterans, they
are given the privilege of an interview with a Veterans Administration agent
who reviews, in a sense, the results of the tests. This is oll fine, but
vhat are these veterans told if they fail these tests? "Your background does
not 'fit' this kind of work”. Primarily, “background” or the lack of the
“oroper background", is the reason why many people with ambitiocn enough to
want to improve their fipancial conditions, so that as a final result they
would not be compelled to live inm poor, run-down ne..‘.ghborhoods and .deplorable

;sing conditicns.
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JOIN BEGINS TO ACT ON FOOD STAMP PLAN by Frank Blalock (5000 block, Winthrop)

At the meeting Wednesdcy night, the food stamp plan was brought up.

-

S

) The Food Stamp Plan in Cook County 1s a plan to permit families with low
e income to purchose bonus stamps for incressed food purchases. The purpose of
the plan is to use agricultural surpluses for pecple on ADC, welfare, and

’ social security. To be eligible and not receiving assistance, if ynu'rev-sé.ngle |
™ nu-".,!'f“-l you cannot make more than $139 e month. If you have a_tam:tfy of 10, you " |
{ #" - could not make more than $450 a month. In eddition, you cannot have more .,

- ) then $400 savings for a single person or $600 for a family. 1
To be eligible for it, you practically have to be starving. For an i

example, a family of 5, whose income is $299 is eligible, but as soon as he

Lt starts getting ochead a little bit, he is taken off and is in the same position
TR as to start with. A man with a family of five making $300 a month is still
i a poor man, but not according to the food plan.

The plan should be widened to include mor® people who are in low income P
groups; for an example, a family whose income 1s less than $8000 a yesr. Om
- . the income tax, if they can put everyone less than $10,000 on the small form,

= vhy can't they put them on this?

At the meeting Wednesday night, the people felt that it wesn't enough and
* ‘ 4’ ¥ - 2 é we should try to achieve some changes, such as raising the limit to $625 per =5
month which is now considered too high according to the plan but actually 1if Sy

he has a family of five or six, he needs stamps.

It wvas also suggested that at the next meeting, if all our petiticns
for day care and the food plan were completed, we would go down to the Urban
Progress Center and present it then.

If the Urban Progress Center is there to help fight poverty, then they
should increase the program to include more pecple than just the one's that's
practically starving.

WELFARE SUGGESTION

- Mrs. Dorothy Perez, another JOIN member is testifying before a federal
board investigating welfare practices in cities like Chicago. Mrs. Perez
glves examples of inadequacies in welfare grents and mistakes that the
= velfare department in Chicago makes. She points out that people have many
A problems with welfare --.-gne of these problems is that some people must wait : i
| Ln) , 8 long ime for their check, even though they might be starving. < 5

- Mrs. Perez' most important recommendation is that poor people should sit 32
- (" on velfare boards instead of other officials who don't understond the problems
{ of people on welfare. Mrs. Perez feels that poor people”alone know what it is
©  Like to be in need, and to fear hunger". She also feels that welfare recip-:
ients 'have a right to help make the decisions that affect their lives so -

., , radically". e
A g iUy = e e S Ty e
¢ / Vv /7 3 =5 . : 7
: e ’ { L,JL/ 7)./ WEY OF A.D.C. by Elizabeth Thompson 4500 Winthrop f b O i, it
. ”~ J Ly '"‘/ I think the Welfare is disgusting because they want to interfere into -
: - . : your personal life. My responsibility is to work and take care of my son.- I - -
- : : . don't want to 1tmmn;tmmmtgmemmth._m.

that every pe
80 they can give
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POOR PEOPLE TO RUN POVERTY PROGRAM HERE

Forty §eop1e from NCUP (Newark Community Unicn Project) were at the Areas =
Board meetizg of the Poverty Progran two weeks ago. Here's what happened: 1|

The new name for the area board is Pecple's Acticn Group. Thurman stood
up and said the meeting was for poor pecple, and they should run it so

poor people can upderstand what's going on.

Then we started talking about the constitution of the People's Action group.
The meeting got so confusing that lots of people _eft - but NCUP stuck with it
because we mew it was important.

Some pecple wanted everyone who lives in the area to be able to be on
the beard. 3ut we know that means poor people won't be in a majority so we
made a cotica that poor people must be in & majority on the board. Walter _
Davkins got so zad he called Tom an outsider amd said he was leading the w)
pgople wrong. Tom told everyone to notice who was sgainst the NCUP motion
(that "the poor should be a majority on the board). He pointed to all the .
people from City Hall and told us who they were. Then we voted on the mtion.\
and it passed. Poor peuple must be a majority on the board. That was a \
victory, but now we hawe to go back to the next meeting and make lsu.re they |
den't try to change it around. —

R

SOUTH JERSEY

We went to Trenton on Tuesday to talk with some people about organizing
farm workers in South Jersey. These farm workers live in terrible poverty.
Four out of five of their children die before they get to be 21, because they
bave bad food and no medical care, and they live in ushealthy conditions. They
work a 10-12 hour day for slave wages, and their schools sre the worst in
the state. We hope we'll be able to work out scme way that the War on Foverty
could put SDS staff into South Jersey to help the people organize them-
selves to get better working and living conditions. If you ever pi.ked in
the fields, you know what it's like.

LIFE WITH LYNDON i TH, |
gy GREAL SOCIETY

Collins, about discrimination against Negroes by Lyndon's boys in Alebama. Collins
reported that "fair employment and nondiscrimination do not appear to be

applied to Federal agencies" in Selma. He mentioned, among other agencies,

the Federal Bureau of Investigation. - !

The next day when Lyndon delivered his message about the KKK and the murder
of Mrs. Liuzzo to a nationwide TV audience, who & standing at his
right hand but J. Bdgar Hoover himself. In his t Lyndon said: "I cimm{‘
express myself too strongly in praising Mr. Hoover and the men of the FRI
for their prompt and expeditious and very excellent performance in handling
this investigation. It is in keeping with the dedicated approach that this
organization has shown throughout the turbulent ers of civil rights contro-
versies." =

———

Lyndon, it seems, appreciates everything that sweet little old J. Edgar
does, even if it is discriminatory. There %8 no record that Lyndon enquired
of his top cop how many black faces were among those "dedicated" gumshoes
vho brought the Kluxers to bay. Nor did he, apparently, make any enquirey
about why the Kluxers were brought in after the killing, and not before.

One supposes that even such dedicated and efficient Dick Tracy's as the 1ily-
white FBI agents must have had some reason to suspect the men~they arrested,
before the crime wes committed, or they wouldn't have been able to put the
arm on them so quickly, after the murder.

The Kluxers have been charged under a federal statute which the U.S. Courts
have twice in the past year declared to be imapplicable in similar cases. So
we might as well prepare for more of the elaborate excuses explfining why the
Great Society can't make killing & crime in the South, when it's a black man
or & civil rights vorker who gets killed. This is known as the Rule-of-law. Thers
was a similar Rule-of-law in Germany at one time. g

Remember?

SQTH "= AFRICA -

The ability of Lyndon's Great Soclety to get along vith racism, when there's
profit involved, was made very clear during this past week. Owens-Corning
Fiberglas Corp. announced it was investing $1,400,000 in & mew plant in South
Africa. The announcement cams frem two Owens-Corning executives who flev into
Jobannesburg with what the South African Government called a "message of hope for
South Africa."” - =

The two, executives were Lauris Forstad (former NATO commander who, when
he headed that organizatitm, provided U.S.-contributed ams to Portugal vhich
were used 1o enforce the slave-labor laws in Portugal's African possessions,
Angola and Mozambique) and Harold Boeschenstedin. St oo Pl

Forstad said on his arrivdl: "We have full confidence in South Africs = -
Dot coly we as individuals but the United States and the American pecple.” i
Boeschenstein's contritution ves: "Any boycott moves do not refiect the -
general opindon of- the pecple of the United Btates nor of its businessmen.
We have great appreciation of South Africa's importance as en ally and 83 en
economic fored in the free world." - _° .o oo dao T o =y

—
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3 for the better, or is 1its
Two questiocns arise: Is South Africa chenging i
racism getting worse? [o these two men speak for a significant body of business

men in Lyndon's Great Soclety?

first question is easily znswered. On March 9th, the American and
Brit::; .-‘\zb;:ss:dora to South Africa were publicly attacked by the South Mri:s.n
Minister of the Interior because the two ambassadors had invited non-vhit.e:d o
e=hassy functicns in Johennesburg. Cn March 26 the Was n Post rcpor:;
that the multi-racial Progressive Party in South Africa had lost all 12 o
the elections in which it bad candidates; and that reparesentatives of t.h:i
racist Natiopalist Party (the goverming party) were elected for the f:l.z-nat.1 mef
in the "Dnglisk" strongholds of Durban and Hetermaritzburg. Thus the racism o
the South African Government is getting worse, oot better.

The second question is also rather easily ansvered. Boeschenstein and Norstad
were ®lected as chief executive officers of Owens-Corning by the directors
of the corporation. In a formal sense the two represent the businesfmen _ _
oo that board. Who are "Ef}'?_.'

i -,

D:a_-:e-w. Malott - President Emeritus of Cormell University; director orfG;n;nl

== Mills, Imc.; dixctor of Pitney-Bowes, Inc., director of B.r.
Goodrich, Ine.. )

Howard J. M.rgéns - Pre'sid;m; of Proctor & Gamble; director of G?nc_ml Motors;
director of Morgan Guaranty Trust Co.- )

B.C. Nolen - Chairman of McKesson & Robbins; directer of Americen Opticaé, e
director of B.F. Goodrich, Inc.; director of Bankers Trust Co.;
director of Intermational Paper.

L.W. Cabot - President of Cabot Corporation; mesber of the Corpor::i;,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Trustee of No e
University, NoPtheastern University, end Brookings Institu ;0 ‘

John E. Blerwirth.- (hairman and President of National Distillers & Chemic&% p-.
director of First Bationsl City Bank of N.Y.; director o
Deering-Miliken; director of Colgate-FPalmolive Corp- & Socnan

James M. Kemper - Chairman, Commerce Trust Co. of Kansss City; trustee o

. City University. -

Thus the cen who are officially and formally represented by Boeschenstein
and Norstad are clearly well-entrenched members of the elite of the Gre: i
Society's business commmity. A careful reading of the pedigrees liste b:ar;e
indicates that, if the other corporate connections of the Owens-Corning ol
were traced out, they would be intimately associated with the entire cogora
elite of the U.S., not to mention the most prestigious universities in the

country. = e R e

Boeschenstein and Forstad also serve other corporstions in an ofﬁ.ci:ltea
capacity, abd, in some sense, can be said to be speaking for ﬂ':e:l.r associa
in those other corporations.—Boeschenstein is ca the board of:

Fatiomal Distillers l.né. Chemical Corp.; American Electric Fower Cg.;uguhose
president, Donald Cook, was Lyndon's first cboiaetb:Semte.ryo e .
i : m‘ﬂ?);_m Jones Iu'm- (publisher of the Wall Street Journal ); “I:tematicna
Paper Co.; Momm(mm@mmd -
.hlwi; Ford Motor Co. (vhose president was an endorser mdmm Forral
-the 1964 campaign, and whose chairman, Henry Ford IT. created a sensa
T~ by eonouncing for Lyndon early in the campaign). - e

Borstad 1s a director of United Airlines and Of McKesson & Robbins.

kbt bl

The esnswer to the-second question, then is a resounding "yes". It was no
idle boast when Norstad and Boeschenstein assured the racists of South Africs
that they spoké for the American business community. Indeed, in the Great
Society, the business community could hardly express other sentiments, con-
sidering that U.S. sales to South Africa in 1964 totalled nearly $500 million.
And considering that businessmen have alwnys been re Y to whip up & quick
morality to Justify any deal that will turm a profity /ff'“‘—\\_\

~ =
It was somevhat presumptious, however, for these two' Pillers of righteouspess
to state that they spoke for "the American people’: That temm customarily °
includes more than 20 million black Americans, whose experience with native
Americen racism makes them rather 111-disposed toward South African racism.

This, of course, assumes that Norstad and Boeschenstein consider Negroes
"people"”. Many of their South African friends and admirers do not.

Lyndon seys he does.

-~
WAR CN_, Dy Mm—
POVERTY |
Another corporation has jumped on Lyndon's"profits from poverty” band-
wagon. Packard-Bell Electronics Corpanticn, cf Los Angeles, got a $3,600,000
contract from Lyndon to operate a Job Corps program at Charleston, West Virginia. '

&

AN

Packard-Bell says it will train 300 young women in some of the basic service-
skills - food preparation, clerking in retail stores, laundry and dry cleaning
work, electronic work, etc. This comes out to & cost of $12,000 per young woman
for the training. Maybe this high cost stems partially from the fact that Y
Packard-Bell is in Los Angeles, and the young women are in Charleston, West Va. #
It looks like Lyndon could've found someone a little closer to do the Job.

Aol adits . "I'.‘- b

Of course if you went to be really difficult, you could suggest it would be 2
better just to give each of the 300 young women $12,00 in cash. Wouldn't
that be the most direct way to relieve their poverty? But that wouldn't do
anything for Packard-Bell's poverty, though, would it?

And Lyndon has already proved he's worried about Packard-Bell's poverty.
We mentioned in the first of this series that Lyndon's Agency for International
Development had given Neil Jacoby, Dean of the UCLA Graduate School of Business
Administration, $25,000 to do a story about how much U.S. aid has helped Chiang
Kai Chek and his family and friends on the island of Formosa. Jacoby is an »
official of Packard-Bell. 3

When he finishes with the Chaing Kai Chek story, perhaps he'll do one on
those 300 young Weat Virginia women his firm is going to lift from poverty.
might even hire some of them to work in his compeny- since they'll be all
trained and everything. - . A

FHHHHEHEHOHEHE: ‘ e
Lyndon's roving Ambassador Averill Harriman had some bed news for Tshombe
this week. He told Tshombe that Lyndon had decided not to send anything but
* bellzopters, trucks, bazookas and small arms to belp Tshombe suppress the.
Congolese people. Harriman further told Tshombe that the ‘Great Society would -
not send more than 40O American "advisers" to help with the military efforts of
the "International Uncle Tom ". s = - e

- ¥ used 0 call them "advisers™ia Vietoss, oo, 1f you refall




CORRESPONDENCE

iiwel 30, 1965

I offer the following questicns, and views, for discussion within the
organization:

(*) 0f contml izportance, I think, is the questicn ol wil:t we are
about. ..re¢ we a student organization that happens to also run community
organizing projects? Are we a group of radical intellectuals, some of

~—awhon have a deeper commitment to the people than others, but whom the others

support? .lre wve a left-wing group that has both campus and community branches?
Are we, or do we viewv curselves, as a mcvement? J/“

(2) Should this organizution, which grew out of the campus, have ever
gone sut to try and organize the urbun poor in the first ploce? It is
quite ;oosible that we are working in the outside community because we
do not have the cournge to work in the campus community. After all,
should not 5D5 members and those akin to us view themselves as a student™ ~
movement und dedicate themselves first and foremost to organizing studenta?
How omn the wells outside be broken down if we cannot break dovn the walls
of the campus?

. Acd yhy do, we run from the middle-class communities? True, SIS

seemingly relects the values of middle-class America. But-it is also

true, it seems, that any way one would define middle-class, the vast

majority of SIS members come from middle-class backgrounds. Ilhy don't we

set up o project in a typicel middle-class community, perheps & suburb, and
attempt to organize those people arcund relevant social issues? Are we afraid
of fallure?

(3) Someone brought up the point at the December NC that we are un-
intelligible. SIS has developed a rhetoric alien to non-members and non-
social scientlsts. Additionelly, we feel compelled to legitimize any
action intellectually. Are we not so hung up-in jargon and the need to
intellectualize that we refuse to deal with problems on.the level of basic
human wants and needs? Is it not possible that at times we become so
coacerned with analysis of the system that we forget our basic objection
as to vhat the system does to people?

Why, to attack it from another direction, do most of us feel it necessary
to present the statement of some academic as & public legitimization of
our views? Is it not sufficient that these views are ours?

Why do we quote mumbers of weapons captured, the trué nature, as we see
it of the National Liberation Front, the love of all Vietnamese for Ho
Chi Minh, and oumerous other statistics in an effort to justify our position
on Vietnam? Few lines are spent, in cur call for this march, in dealing with
what the war is doing to the American people....not only the people being

"“organized by ERAP, but the psycliological effect on the great middle-class.

We are denying the humanity of the Vietnamese and our own humenity.
Every American vho does nothing is as guilty of genocide ds any German who
1let Hitler do his Adirty vork. Wy don't we speak of the psychology of ‘the
American soldier? Is the ‘entire system amoral? If we believe it, why
don't we say it? - . .

(To depart from sobriety, why doesn't the NLF adopt non-viclecce? They'd
win within weeks ). :

(4) n¥fety-nine per cent of all Americans don't understand at all the
idea of cooperation between human beings to build a better-life together.
It seems that we don't understand it either. A constant exchenge of letters
on whatever current crisis seems to necessarily-tufn into a geme of b
intellectual one-upmanship. At the December NC, Tom Hayden asked why we
alldgoumldn't love one another. If we can't do this, how can we ask others
to is?

Many of these are old questions within SDS. Some of them are un-
doubtedly the wrong questions. I am not certain that my position on any
of these 1s correct, and I would point out that each question does not
necessarily reflect my personal viewpolnt—

I do believe, however, that there has been a serious absence of dialogne
on the state of SDS itself during the past year. I hope this memo will
stimulate such a dialogue.

Steve Bookshester
Roosevelt University SDS
Chicago, Illincis

COMMU N/ T Y 506 East 6th St. :_i
T/_/EA TER New York 9, .N.‘I. # /

Dear Roger Mancla:

Thank you very much for your letter. I am not so sure that I am the right
person to ansver your questions and to make positive suggestions. The situation
is clear and I agree fully with the conclusions that you draw. The nature of
radical theater is fitting to the setting of urban slums.

We started to pley-much too late - last fall in the streets of the Lower
East Slde. We built ourselves a gold-glittering, sort of chesp television -
imitation Btage and played modern Punch and Judy, supertall, hit the landlord
and the cop on the head - for which we got blamed and had to leave them alive

much as possible. I ran around with a one-man band - drums, cymbels,

ds horns,. etc.- outfit and a big frightening enimal mask cn me and rounded

e kidb in the street. The other show that we did.in the streets
this fall project was the rat movie: a paperscroll or cranky, as we call it,
where a story is pulled through a little wooden machine - a comic book take

off. Both were radi el social message plays - and so are more or less obvious- - e

ell of them. But they are all more happenings than plays - never written down
and could not possibly serve es a pattern for another group. .Both music
and dialogue are improvised and I start often ehough rehearsals ‘just with . -
, Some puppets end no st.ry line at‘all. And let me utter dne bit of scepticism

towards a sociully-politically oriented theater:® the unconscious message, your

| ovn conviction, the things that you really believe in - they express themselves

L in your theater anyway, you need not advertise them with a poljtical dichnL-:

of- the day. s 3 =




I feel that the revoluticnary items of our theater are clearer end clearer |
in the plays where we didn't care for them - rather than in those plays
where we try to persuade. But: we are still learning and I want to learn
more about the street and hov to really play for everybody, not locsing our
track and own convictions. So this year, April and May probably, we will put
on the Crucifixicn mas a street pla:.

|
)
!
{
|
What you say you'll try sounds very good and healthy to me. Unfortunately H -
I am a poor men myself and besides having to feed my theater, have trouble feedin ; e ) ~\

1

'i

|

my own large family of six. So I plan to go around with sare little puppet mss
shows this sumer. Else I would love to work with you.
Good luck 2nd let oe know vhat you are doing.
Peter Schumann . | %
"~ The Bread and Puppet Theater is at 148 Delancy (cormer Suffolk) OR T7-6380.
i e = "
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